


THE GIFT OF PROPHECY

1 Cor. 12:10 for to another (is given) prophecy

New Testament Prophecy is a 

message from God, spoken through 

believing men and women, to build 

up, strengthen, encourage, console, 

comfort and guide the body of Christ.



• 1 Cor. 14:1 Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, 

but especially that you may prophesy.

• 1 Cor. 14:2 For he who speaks in a tongue does 

not speak to men but to God, for no one 

understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks 

mysteries.

• 1 Cor. 14:3 But he who prophesies speaks 

edification and exhortation and comfort to men.

• 1 Cor. 14:4 He who speaks in a tongue edifies 

himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church.



Prophets in the OT
• Prophets gave God’s people His Laws, Commandments, 

Statues, and Precepts – Ex. 7:1-2 Moses

• Were intermediaries between God’s people and God, to 
hear the voice of the Lord for the people – 1 Kings 22:1-7 

• Were messengers sent from God to His people when they 
broke covenant with God, pronouncing judgment and 
punishment if they didn’t repent – 2 Chron. 36:15-16

• Were messengers of God to the nations, proclaiming 
God’s judgment, but without a call to repent – Jer. 1:4-10 

• Foretold the coming of the Messiah – Rom. 1:1-3; Luke 

1:67-70; Acts 10:42-43



OT Prophets Foretold the Future

The consequences of breaking God’s Law

They foretold future judgment and punishment that 

would come through the attack of an enemy, famine, 

plague, bondage to another nation, or captivity.

The promise of restoration after judgment

The future history of the nations of the world, 

including the nation of Israel

The coming of the Messiah and the salvation 

that he would bring   



1 Cor. 14:3 But he who prophesies speaks 
edification and exhortation and comfort to men.

1 Cor. 14:31 For you can all prophesy one by one, 
that all may learn and all may be encouraged.

Edify = to strengthen and build up someone’s faith

Exhort = to encourage someone to pursue God and 

godliness and not give up; and to console or encourage 

someone by reassuring them of the truth

Comfort = to give relief and support by consoling 
someone in distress or affliction

Learn = to gain understanding and clarity



God foretold information that applied to everyone.

• Acts 11:28-29 Then one of them, named Agabus, stood up 

and showed by the Spirit that there was going to be a great 

famine throughout all the world, which also happened in the 

days of Claudius Caesar. Then the disciples, each according 

to his ability, determined to send relief to the brethren 

dwelling in Judea.

God foretold information that applied to one person.

• Acts 21:10-11 And as we stayed many days, a certain 

prophet named Agabus came down from Judea. When he had 

come to us, he took Paul’s belt, bound his own hands and 

feet, and said, "Thus says the Holy Spirit, ‘So shall the Jews 

at Jerusalem bind the man who owns this belt, and deliver 

him into the hands of the Gentiles.’"



God used NT prophecy to confirm the 

specific calling He placed on Timothy’s 

life and the gifts that went along with 

that calling.

• 1 Timothy 4:14 Do not neglect the gift that 

is in you, which was given to you by 

prophecy with the laying on of the hands of 

the eldership.



Prophecy in the NT builds up and 

strengthens the church’s faith, encourages 

the church to pursue God, comforts and 

encourages those in distress, and gives 

understanding and clarity in personal 

matters that the Scriptures don’t directly 

speak to, such as our calling and God’s 

individual plans for us.

• It sometimes foretells the future to prepare God’s 

people for what’s coming, especially if it’s difficult.



•NT prophecy doesn’t reveal new truth, 
like the truth we have in the Scriptures.

• The Scriptures have been written. We don’t 

add to them in any way any new revelation. 

No NT prophecy is equal to the Scriptures!

• No teaching, doctrine or truth that is not 

already in the Scriptures is ever revealed by 

NT prophecy or any NT prophet.

• All truth from God that applies to everyone in 

all ages and in all nations is already written in 

the Bible, God’s written word. 



• There is no mediator between us and God 

except Jesus. 1 Tim. 2:5

• We don’t need prophecy in order to hear from 

God. God speaks personally to all of us.

• NT prophecy should only confirm what God 

has said to us personally (directly).

• We don’t ask a prophet to find out from God 

something for us. 

• We can only ask if God will confirm what we 

think or believe he is already telling us.



• NT prophecy doesn’t pronounce punishment 
or judgment for personal sin.

• Rarely, but occasionally, NT prophecy may  
call those in sin to repent and put their faith    
in Christ.

• Judgment and punishment come when a person 
dies, if they don’t have faith in Christ.

• NT prophecy doesn’t proclaim the coming 
of the Messiah.

• It exhorts God’s people to watch, pray, and be 
ready for Christ’s second and final return.



•NT prophecy may occasionally contain 

elements of foretelling (telling the future).

• NT prophecy about the future is not revelation 

to all believers everywhere in all ages.  

• There is no new Church-wide revelation to all 

believers, everywhere, in all ages.

• If someone prophesies about your future and 

it’s not something God has spoken to you, do 

nothing with it, just put in on a shelf.



•NT prophecy is rarely “Quoting” God 

verbatim, word for word exactly. 

• NT prophecy is communicating a message 

from God, normally, in our own words and 

is rarely a word for word quote.

• It is not necessary to speak a prophetic 

word in the first person: “I the Lord”, 

unless you’re very sure that is what God 

wants. 



• Does the prophecy agree with the Scriptures and 

with biblical principles? 

• Is the person prophesying reputable, respected, 

and recognized? (Mature, Submitted, Upright)

• Is the prophecy compatible with other prophecies 

already given and does it match the recipient’s 

character, giftings, and calling?

• Do you have an inner peace and conviction that it 

is from the Lord or an uncomfortable and uneasy 

“check” in your heart or mind?


